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DNA SAMPLING 

292. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:  
Will the minister explain why Western Australia is now leading the nation in the use of DNA sampling to 
combat crime?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question and for her strong support of police 
and the use of DNA legislation and technology.  When we came to government in January 2001, we were a long 
way from leading the nation; in fact, we were lagging behind the rest of the nation.  We were the only state not to 
have DNA legislation in place.  Further, a paltry allocation of only $1 million was made in the forward estimates 
for this essential tool.  We put legislation through Parliament in 2001 and we have acted more quickly and spent 
more money than most of the other states.  Along with Queensland, we are certainly leading the nation.  I am 
pleased to announce that this week Queensland and Western Australia have become the first states to share DNA 
information.  We hope that the Northern Territory will join with us soon, but it may be a considerable time 
before all the other states are in the same position as Western Australia.  Why are we in that position now?  We 
are in that position because our government has invested more than $20 million in this area and we are getting 
results.  The fact of the matter is that, since July 2002, more than 2 000 DNA matches have been referred to the 
police - 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Nedlands to order for the first time.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  More than 2 000 matches have been referred from the PathCentre to the police, and that 
has resulted in the successful prosecution of people for many hundreds of major criminal offences, such as 
armed robbery, homicide and sexual offences.  The Western Australia Police Service and the Queensland Police 
Service have joined forces, and we are the first states to share DNA information.  Western Australia has amassed 
more than 60 000 DNA profiles on its database and we expect in the near future to add about another 30 000 
profiles.  That will put us well ahead of all the other states in raw numbers, let alone per head of population.  
Since we have begun this trial with Queensland, there have been about 100 hits, of which 60 have been person-
to-person hits in which we have identified the persons.  Those matches are referred to the link crime unit within 
the Police Service and, when appropriate, extradition proceedings can start or investigations can commence.   

In total we have invested well over $22 million in our DNA crime-fighting technology.  It is a revolutionary 
advance in targeting crime, and our Police Service is getting results.  Today I saw first-hand the high-tech 
processes established for the processing of DNA samples.  The new robotic equipment, which has been funded 
in the recent budget, will significantly improve those results.  We will have greater efficiencies and faster results 
because it is automated.  The Western Australia Police Service is obviously giving priority to establishing further 
links with other states and territories.  Our state leads the way in DNA technology.  The Gallop Labor 
government diverted from the model legislation so that we would get more samples.  We have put in place a 12-
month bar so that those people who are charged with or convicted of an offence with a penalty of imprisonment 
of 12 months or more must provide a DNA sample.  In Victoria and those states that adopted the model 
legislation, that bar is five years.  We are doing much better, we are getting more matches and we have more 
samples on the database.  That has meant that far more people are being convicted in Western Australia.  Since 
we started the trial with Queensland, we have been getting some excellent results in matches between the states.   
 


